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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Applicants: 


Ernst MERK 
RalfKOHLER 


Title: 


HEATING DEVICE COMPRISING A FLEXIBLE 
HEATING ELEMENT 


Express Mail No.: EV502027526US 


Date of Deposit: 


17 December 2004 


Customer No.: 


42419 


FIRST INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Mail Stop PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 


In accordance with Rule 1.56 and MPEP Section 200 1 .06(a), References AA 


through AC and AL listed on Form PTO-1449, are cited in the International Search Report 
for corresponding Intemational Application PCT/EP03/00178 and are brought to the 
attention of the Examiner as possibly material to examination of the subject Patent 
Application. 

Reference AL Usted on Form PTO-1449 is also cited and discussed on Page 
2 of the Substitute Specification. 

AppHcants received a copy of Form PCT/DO/EO/905 and note that the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office has received and thus the National Stage file contains a copy 
of the Intemational Search Report. Applicants understand that pursuant to MPEP 

VO-679 1 PlOOO-C/csh 


Based Upon: PCT/EP03/00178 

1893.03(g), the Examiner will consider the references cited in the International Search 
Report, without any further action by Applicants under 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. 


The remaining references listed on Form PTO-1449 are also brought to the 


attention of the Examiner as possibly material to examination of this Patent Application. 


German Patent Reference 41 24 187 CI discloses a circuit for controlling a 


heating element that is used to control temperature in an enclosure. 


German Patent Reference 196 40 009 Al discloses an electrical circuit with 


control logic for controlling temperature within an enclosure. 


Form PTO-1449 is enclosed with a copy of each and every non-U. S. Patent 


reference cited on Form PTO-1449. 


Pauley Petersen & Erickson 
2800 West Higgins Road; Suite 365 
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195 
TEL (847) 490-1400 
FAX (847) 490-1403 


Respectfully submitted. 
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Registration No. 33,295 
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